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Uptown Arts Stroll poster unveiled

by Neil Parmar

The highly anticipated winner of the first Uptown Arts Stroll poster contest was finally revealed Apr. 15 at Community Board 12. Radford Raymond Farraday’s poster edged ahead of more than ten entries and won the local artist a $200 honorarium. The design, which Farraday says was inspired by the old architecture of a building near his Inwood apartment, will be used to publicize this year’s Stroll on June 12 and 13. 

Numerous other artists were also present at the meeting and visibly excited when a preliminary list of exhibition spaces was released with more than 50 Northern Manhattan restaurants, businesses, and religious institutions having agreed to showcase local artwork. Leandro Miguel Cruz sold four paintings last November when his collection was featured at X Caffé on 3952 Broadway at W. 165th Street during the first free Stroll. He hopes to exhibit abstract oil paintings at the coffee shop again this year and says the spring Stroll “will encourage people from downtown – and all over New York City – to come and see what the local arts community has been up to.”

Robin Small-McCarthy is a local musician, dancer, and poet who is used to performing in front of small, intimate audiences. Yet, she’s considering booking a spot at a place like Highbridge Park, where she could recite poetry to a larger group of people. Like many performers, Small-McCarthy says her “goal extends beyond the Uptown Arts Stroll. I’m trying to figure out where I can help and where I can fit in as an artist who’s a part of the creative community up here.”

Finding spaces to either stage performances or display artwork is simple. First artists need to contact a venue listed on www.artistsunite-ny.org (additional venues will be posted in the coming weeks). Then they must schedule a portfolio review, sign an indemnification form, and contact the Manhattan Times (manhattantimes@aol.com) once an exhibit is set up. Booking details must be finalized and submitted before May 21 so the Manhattan Times can publish a comprehensive map and guide for the event.

While more than 75 artists are currently scouting out venues – searching for idyllic nooks and crannies that will best spotlight their art – late starters shouldn’t panic because many organizations plan to accommodate multiple artists. Other locations have been arranged to provide convenient pit stops while minimizing gaps between exhibits, such as Coogan’s and Bohio restaurants, which will both feature artwork and are located along Broadway between W.169th and W. 171st Streets. 
Kicking off the festivities this year will be a special reception on June 9 at Highbridge Recreation Center, where strollers can preview artists’ work for free while grooving to the tunes of local musicians. A Taste of WaHI will treat the public to food and beverage samples, courtesy of restaurants in the surrounding community.

