Originally published in the Manhattan Times March 4, 2004
Contest to design Uptown Arts Stroll poster

by Mike Fitelson

The inaugural Uptown Arts Stroll last November drew hundreds of art lovers to Northern Manhattan to view the work of local artists in offices, businesses, and religious institutions. This year organizers are hoping to attract an even larger crowd to an event that, due to popular demand, has grown to a two-day affair: June 12 and 13. 

One of the cornerstones of the publicity campaign will be a poster that will be distributed throughout the community and city. For one talented individual, this will also be an opportunity to showcase their own artistic skill as Stroll organizers are sponsoring a design contest.

The contest is being run by one of the Stroll’s primary organizers Artists Unite, a local non-profit group devoted to increasing the visibility of the arts in Northern Manhattan. 

Designs should reflect the spirit of the Uptown Arts Stroll and conform to the specifications described below. Artists are encouraged to let their imagination soar in creating a design that may include graphic elements, painting, collage, or any other reproducible media. 

“The winning design will capture what is sure to be an elusive quality: the spirit of this community’s artists,” said Peter Ferko of Artists Unite. “It might be as simple as an abstract mark or as narrative as a cityscape – we will have to wait and be wowed by the creative juices of the community.”

The deadline for entries is Mon., March 29, at 5 p.m. at Community Board 12. The winner will receive a design credit on the poster and an honorarium. The winning design will be announced by April 14 on www.artistsunite-ny.org and in the Manhattan Times. 

Designs will be evaluated by the Uptown Arts Stroll committee, which includes representatives from the lead organizations planning the event: Community Board 12, Community Arts Showcase, Inwood Community Coalition, the Manhattan Times, as well as Artists Unite.

For additional details, visit www.artistsunite-ny.org or email Peter Ferko at peterferko@artistsunite-ny.org.
Uptown Arts Stroll poster contest specifications:

Design must accommodate two sizes: 18 x 24 for the poster (mockups may be any size in proportions 3:4, for example 9 x 12 or 4.5 x 6) and 8.5 x 11 for flyers.


Allow for full color printing for poster and black and white photocopy for flyer.

The following text must be shown in the mockup: (Text will later be translated to create all Spanish and all Russian publicity materials.)

The Uptown Arts Stroll 
Washington Heights-Inwood Arts Community’s Second Annual Arts Exhibit and Open Studios 
Opening Reception Wednesday, June 9, 6 pm 
Saturday June 12 & Sunday, June 13, 2004 Noon-8 
For details, see www.artistsunite-ny.org or The Manhattan Times 
Sponsored by (leave room for 75 names in small type) 
Transit options: Subway A, C, 1, 9 Buses M4, M5, M98, M100 

Designs must show completed artwork and typography or clearly specify text placement.

Entries must include artist’s name, address, phone number, and, if available, email.

Entries should be designed on paper or board no larger than 9 x 12.

Deliver entries by March 29 to Community Board 12, Attn: Martin Collins, 711 W. 168th St. (entrance on Haven Avenue), New York, NY 10032.

